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KAIROS

A TIME FOR ACTION 

By Rev. Donna Gilchrist 

     I LOVE THE LOOK of exuberance on Zeke and Eli’s faces as 

they charge forward with their wagon full of new creations. Life  

is meant to be lived with that kind of joy! 

     I wonder if Jesus had the enthusiasm of Eli and Zeke when he 

was a child? He certainly brought new understandings to the 

world as an adult. Through parables Jesus helped the people 

around him understand that they didn’t have to live the way they 

had already been living. Like a piece of leaven hidden in a barrel of 

flour, God’s way of  living/loving had the capacity to permeate 

their entire culture. 

     COVID-19 has upended the world as we know it. After weeks 

of stay-at-home orders, we are phasing back into social gather-

ings, while still waiting for a vaccine to be developed/tested.   

     Someone commented to me that it’s difficult to make plans  

because we just don’t know what will happen next. That is so true! 

Interestingly enough, one characteristic of thriving churches is 

that they are constantly adapting. Churches who are growing and 

learning realize that the environment around them is constantly 

in a state of flux (although perhaps not quite as extreme as the  

one we’ve experienced lately) and that being able to adapt to 

change is part of the globally and technologically connected  

world we inhabit today.   

     COVID-19 has gifted us with adaptability. As a congregation 

we have had no choice but to adapt, and West Side has accom-

plished that thoughtfully and well with input from many strong 

leaders. My hope is that we can carry that adaptability with us 

into the future, spreading Jesus’ way of living/loving from our 

doorsteps to the ends of the earth (or at least Topeka, KS). Just 

like the leaven hidden in the flour, there are new ideas hidden in 

this shared crisis, and when acted upon, they can change the 

world.  
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     I just read a blog post by Dr. Leah 

Schade, an assistant professor of  preaching 

and worship at Lexington Theological  

Seminary in Kentucky. Her post was about 

how the Kentucky governor has brought 

some important lessons for the church to his 

daily coronavirus updates. You can read her 

post here: https://www.patheos.com/

blogs/ecopreacher/2020/04/governor-

andy-beshear-church-lessons-covid-19/.  

     Spoiler alert: At the very end of the   

article, Dr. Schade ponders whether       

perhaps the governor learned his wisdom   

of leadership at church. He is a member of a 

Kentucky  Disciples of Christ congregation.  

     As each of you let the Holy Spirit shine 

through your unique gifts and abilities, you 

have an opportunity to connect with those 

around you in new ways. I remember some-

one mentioning to me that on walks 

through their neighborhood, they now wave 

and smile at neighbors they don’t know. 

That’s how new relationships begin, with a 

smile and a hello. Jesus was all about devel-

oping relationships with people, respecting 

them, and getting to know them just as they 

were.  

      The pandemic has drawn us together in 

unexpected ways. We all share disruption to 

our lives and the need to adapt to that. I 

hope during the months ahead you will be 

on the lookout for new ways to safely     

connect with other people, sharing God’s 

love and care with them as we move toward 

a better future together. 

     With Christ’s Love, 

KAIROS

“Just like leaven hidden in flour 

… new ideas hidden in this 

shared crisis …  

can change the world.” 
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—Continued from page 1 

WORSHIP CONTINUES in spite of the 

worldwide pandemic that has temporarily 

closed the church building. 

     West Side members walked the path of 

Lent together through video services, 

emails, and encouraging notes. 

     Easter Sunday was a corporate        

celebration of joy, even though we were       

celebrating from our homes. 

     You may watch services on the 

church’s website, westsidedisciples.org  

or on the West Side Christian Church      

Facebook page. 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/ecopreacher/2020/04/governor-andy-beshear-church-lessons-covid-19/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/ecopreacher/2020/04/governor-andy-beshear-church-lessons-covid-19/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/ecopreacher/2020/04/governor-andy-beshear-church-lessons-covid-19/
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Easter Worship 

THE DEAD LEAVES  

folding into the earth 

remind us of the circle of 

life. The lilies shooting 

from the earth remind 

us of the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Christ. 

The purple phlox,     

although not royal    

purple, reminds us that 

even in troubled times, 

Jesus the Christ is Lord 

and King, and the rocks 

remind us that Jesus is 

forever our rock.        

Hosanna! 

Deb and Steve        

Southerland 
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April: Discovering Threshold Moments 

SHELTER AT HOME brought many restrictions, but it also gave us opportunities for 

quiet moments to reflect, worship, and hear God’s voice.  

      In April, Pastor Donna asked West Siders to be aware of thresholds (a resting place -- 

a comma between what was and what is yet to come). West Siders shared their thoughts 

through the weekly church newsletter West Side Weekly. (You may sign up at 

www.eepurl.com/ga4Oev)  May these rich insights bless you! 

      

WE HAVE HOUSE FINCHES every year. 

They wait for us to hang baskets and start 

building their nest. I think it might be the 

same pair each year. One year I saw them 

around the house and sitting on the porch  

railing and within 30 minutes of hanging the 

basket, they started building their nest. I first 

saw the eggs on April 21, and just 20 days   

later, the fledglings were hatched and gone!  

    --Gary Jantz  

I WROTE THIS HAIKU POEM to 

“paint” my recent threshold meditative 

moment. God’s creation restores my 

hope and calms me so I can patiently 

wait, trusting in God’s goodness and 

wisdom.      

         -- Marti Bass 

 

MORNING MOON 

Before dawn, light shines 

from your smiling crescent shape. 

God speaks, “All is well.”  

Photo credit: McKayla Crump on unsplash 

Member Insights 
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Let Go and Let God 

By Becky Duncan     

  

THE WEATHER IS NICE, so Don and I decided it was time to 

switch out some vehicles.  For me, the main switch was that 

the Toyota truck went back in the barn, and my BMW Z 

came back to the garage. The Z car was parked in a tight 

spot [in the barn], and I was pretty nervous backing it out.   

     Don was standing behind the car and started giving me directions. At first I didn't trust his directions and 

thought that, sitting in the driver’s seat, I had the better perspective. After a minute or less, I realized he was   

standing, which gave him a much better view of the surroundings than what I had sitting in the car so low to the 

ground. 

     As I quit looking around and just listened and followed his directions, it immediately felt like a weight was taken 

off my shoulders. I backed the car out with no more drama (well maybe a bit about what “a little to the left” really 

means in terms of turning the steering wheel, but I got the car out with no problems). 

     After I finished I saw the allegory in all this. Relying on my own perspective was getting me in trouble as it often 

does. Don may not be God, but that's what he represents in this. God has a much broader perspective of my life   

because God sees more than I can. After prayer, when I hear God’s voice in my head, I had best follow that direction. 

     I never liked the saying, “Let go and let God” because I felt it implied we had no responsibility for what we do. 

But even as I felt that way, I knew there were times when that was all I could do. When I had cancer, I did what the 

doctors and nurses told me to do, and prayed that letting go and letting them and God have the wheel was going    

to be OK. 

     I still believe we are all responsible for our own actions. I also believe that God’s perspective has the advantage 

every time.  



Family News 

WE ARE EXCITED to announce the high school graduation of two West Side students.  

Well done, Alex and Hanah! Our prayers and best wishes go with you as you start the  

next exciting chapter of your life!  

Congratulations, West Side Graduates! 

Sunday, July 12, after the 10:30 a.m.                

Worship Service 

     THIS ANNOUNCEMENT shall serve as Notice 

that all members of West Side Christian Church 

are  invited to attend and participate in the     

Annual Congregational Meeting to be held       

on Sunday, July 12, 2020, to be conducted     

following the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

     The purpose of the meeting will be to approve 

the Nominating Committee report and the  

Budget for the upcoming year.  

Notice of  

Congregational Meeting 

     Hanah Seals writes: 

     “I will be graduating from a GED online school here in Topeka. Currently, 

my favorite classes are Language Arts and History. My favorite subject that I 

have learned in history is the story of Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa 

Parks. After graduation I would love to go to Washburn Tech to study to be  

an Emergency Medical Technician and help save the lives of people here in  

Topeka or somewhere else. If that does not work, I want to be a police officer."  

     Alex Lake is graduating from Royal Valley High School in Hoyt, 

Kansas. He writes: 

     “I am joining the Marines (Service). I'm not sure about [other] 

plans for the future. During my senior year, I made more friends 

than ever. I also did some community service, as in serving food to 

the veterans and giving flowers to the nursing homes.” 
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PLEASE THANK Carolyn Anderson, 

Kathy Marion, Mary Washburn and    

Susan White who have graciously made 

fabric masks for our congregation and 

our visitors.  

     Ladies, your sewing ministry has 

blessed, and continues to bless, so many 

in our church and community! 



We love to feature pictures and news of West Side outreach and activities. So, snap 

a fun photo and send it to the office—office@westsidedisciples.org—for the next 

weekly newsletter, bimonthly newsletter and/or our Facebook page. 

Disciples Connect & Equip 

All Kansas Disciples are invited to the Disciples Center at Tawakoni on          

Saturday, August 8, for a day of fun, food, fellowship, and learning. Our theme 

this year is “No Place Like Home.” Some activities planned are a Pie in the Sky 

baking contest, Cooking for Mission food court, swimming, archery, and high 

ropes challenge course. Check kansasdisciples.org for event updates. 

Opportunities for Impact 

Receive Weekly News in Your Email 

Sign up for all the latest news! The church publishes a weekly newsletter 

West Side Weekly, with encouragement, announcements, and community 

events. To sign up go to www.eepurl.com/ga4Oev. Or you can read 

online at westsidedisciples.org. (Look for the Newsletters tab.) 

We want to see your smiles! 

We hope to meet at the church for 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, July 12. 

(This could change, based on state and county recommendations. Check 

www.westsidedisiples.org for updates.) When we do again have the joy of 

worshiping together in the building, please follow these safety guidelines:  

• Wear a mask. (If you don’t own a mask, new handmade-with-love fabric 

masks will be available at the door.) 

• Offerings will be placed in baskets as you enter the church. 

• Ushers will seat you (families together) to allow for social distancing. 

• Communion will be handed to you by a gloved deacon as you leave the 

service. 

• One person at a time will use bathrooms, disinfecting before you exit. 

Thank you for your understanding and help. Our desire is for you to feel safe 

and comfortable coming to worship, as well as to prevent virus spread.   

In-Person Worship Services 
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Redesigned West Side Website 

West Side has redesigned our church website at westsidedisciples.org. Visit      

the site to find links to online sermons, read WSCC weekly and quarterly     

newsletters, register for events, and to view church directories and prayer       

requests on a password-protected page. (Contact the church office if you need   

the password or if you would like a printed member or birthday directory.) 
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To receive West Side Times by email instead of a paper version, send a request to  

office@westsidedisciples.org or view at www.westsidedisciples.org. 

To receive the weekly update e-newsletter, West Side Weekly, 

sign up at www.eepurl.com/ga4Oev 

Return Service Requested 

Phone: 785-234-0469 

Email: office@westsidedisciples.org 

Website: www.westsidedisciples.org 

Online Worship Celebration @ 

www.westsidedisciples.org 

In-person starting July 12—10:30 a.m. 

West Side Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

432 SW Lindenwood Avenue 

Topeka, KS  66606 

http://www.westsidedisciples.org/Newsletter.html

