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KAIROS
GOD’S TIMING 

By Rev. Donna Gilchrist 

Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to    
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;    

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in        
his paths.   —Isaiah 2:3a 

Let every heart prepare Him room…                                       
—from the song “Joy to the World” 

DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON as we look forward to     

festivities with family and friends, we prepare…cleaning our 

homes, cooking, lighting candles…so that everything is at its best.  

When there is a new baby coming into the life of family or friends, 

we prepare…Perhaps we paint the nursery, buy baby clothes, 

think about toys that might interest the new child, and recognize 

ways that we can be present for the new parents. With the       

advent—the coming—of a holiday or a child we wait, but it is not 

an idle waiting…it is an aware waiting, filled with anticipation. 

During the season of Advent in the church year, we wait with 

the same kind of anticipation and preparation. We want every-

thing in our lives to be just right to receive the newborn baby 

Jesus. Many people wonder why we don’t sing Christmas carols 

from the beginning of Advent; after all, it’s the season of Christ-

mas. What we forget is that Christmas starts early in the commer-

cialized world of shopping, often well before Thanksgiving…with 

decorations and sales and Christmas-related music. In the life of 

the church though, there is Advent: a period of waiting, when we 

prepare. The Christ Child has not yet arrived, but we prepare the 

way… 

How can we participate most fully in Advent? One way is   

opening our hearts even wider than they are already opened.      

Be  in prayer, listen to God, and practice ways to expand the circle    

of God’s Love and Light so that your life is even more inclusive. 

Find a good devotional that speaks to your heart and read it    

daily. As you set aside quiet time to listen to God, you might be        

surprised at how much more peaceful this time of year becomes.    

Open your eyes and become even more attuned to and aware of 

what God is already doing in the world. Perhaps even keep a 
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Gratitude Journal in which you write down 

your insights and awareness. Even though    

the birth of Jesus was many years ago, God is 

always birthing new things in the world. God 

continues to work toward an incredible vision 

of a world filled with peace and love. Where is 

that happening in your life, in the life of the 

church, in the life of the community of Topeka, 

in the world? 

During this Advent at West Side Christian 

Church, we will be exploring Advent through 

the lens of the song, “Joy to the World.” It is 

the 300th anniversary of that hymn, and as we 

think about joy, and the great joy of preparing 

for the Christ Child, we will recognize that joy 

manifests itself in multiple ways. We’ll talk, 

sing, and pray about hopeful joy, peaceful joy, 

loving joy, and unabashed joy during our    

worship services. There will be time for you    

to meditate on what new things God is doing  

in your life and at West Side and who God is 

calling us to be. 

On December 24 at 9:00 p.m., we’ll culminate 

with a joyful celebration of the birth of the 

Christ Child, before sending you forth to     

celebrate that birth with your own family and 

friends and traditions.   

As we enter into this season of Advent, a  

season of waiting, my prayer for you is that you 

might become especially aware of God’s love 

for you and all creation. I pray that the eyes of 

your heart will be opened to new life and new 

possibilities as God continues to birth a great 

vision of peace and love in the world. 

     

  With Joy, 

“Even though the birth of Jesus 

was many years ago, God is   

always birthing new things...” 

Page 2 

—Continued from page 1 

Introducing: 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lewis 

RITA REMMERT AND BOB LEWIS were married on 

Saturday, September 21, at West Side. We wish them rich 

blessings and abiding love as they begin this new chapter  

of serving the Lord together! 
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ROSES OF TWO COLORS symbolized the joining of the 

extended Remmert and Lewis families. 
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Celebration & Service 

Noon-Timers Volunteer at Doorstep 

DID YOU KNOW that Doorstep, Inc. has individual packets of eating utensils available for folks who need 

them? Noon-Timers sorted and packaged silverware sets and also bundled shoes on Tuesday, September 10. 

Contact Pastor Donna or the church office if you would like to learn how you can join Noon-Timers or    

another West Side Small Group. 

Blossoms of Blessing 

THANK YOU! Pastor Donna and Office Manager 

Dana are so thankful to serve a loving body of        

believers. They were surprised one morning with 

these beautiful bouquets.  

Pastor Donna also wants to extend her thanks for all 

the loving remembrances during Pastor Appreciation 

Month in October. 
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Worship & Fellowship 

Children’s Sabbath: Uniting Hearts and 

Voices to End Child Poverty 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

led and listened at the      

Children’s Sabbath service on 

Sunday morning, October 20. 

 

West Siders of all ages led in 

praise through bell ringing. 
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2019-20 Small Groups Kicked Off with Laughter 

Blessing Our Firefighters 

 

FAITHFUL FLOCK Small Group put together cookie boxes complete with handmade cards 

for our local firefighters in November.  

WSCC SMALL GROUPS played 

games, ate snacks, and laughed a lot at the 

Small Group kick-off party on October 20.  

Groups meet monthly for a rotating 

schedule of study, community outreach, 

and fellowship. Talk to Pastor Donna to 

learn how to join a group! 



Community Outreach 
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Trunk or Treat 

ABOUT 250 CHILDREN 

came for candy and smiles 

at West Side’s annual 

Trunk or Treat event on 

Sunday, October 27.  

Thank you to everyone who 

supported this fun event 

with time, energy, and    

donations! 



Would you like to know what’s happening at West Side every week? If so,         

sign up today for our weekly update e-newsletter, West Side Weekly, by visiting 

www.eepurl.com/ga4Oev 

Community Carol-A-Thon                 Dec. 29, 10:30 a.m. 

Join the congregations of West Side Christian, Potwin Presbyterian, and      

West Side Baptist for a Sunday morning Carol-a-Thon during the morning   

worship service on December 29 at West Side Christian Church. After the       

service, all are welcome to stay for a finger-food buffet. 

Laity Sunday and Noodle Dinner         Jan. 26 

Opportunities for Impact 

Advent Offerings 

Experience the joy of blessing others this Christmas by donating crayons,        

coloring books, puzzles, or games—plus, hats and gloves—for Meadows          

Elementary School children. You can also donate to the West Side Christmas 

Card Fund. (Send one card to the church instead of many to members, and       

include a check for what you saved in cards and stamps. Money will be used to 

update the WSCC Children’s Music Room.) 

Sign Up for All the News! 

What’s better than chili and cinnamon rolls in December? Chili, cinnamon rolls, 

plus caroling! Join us after the morning church service on December 15 for lunch 

in Fellowship Hall, and then we’ll carol at area residential centers. 

Chili, Cinnamon Rolls & Caroling      Dec. 15, 7 p.m. 
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Gather in anticipation of the wonder of Christ’s birth on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, 

December 24, at 9:00 p.m. at West Side. We’ll worship together through carols, a 

lesson, and the beautiful music of the WSCC Epiphany Ringers bell choir. 

Christmas Eve Service                 Dec. 24, 9 p.m. 

Laity Sunday is January 26, and it wouldn’t be complete at West Side without our 

traditional Noodle Dinner after the morning worship service. Sign-up starting 

January 5 in the church foyer or by calling the church office at 234-0469. Choose 

chicken or beef or a combination of the two! 

Kids through age 12 are invited to a How the Grinch Found CHRISTmas Party 

with free snacks, games, a story time, and crafts on Saturday, December 7, from 

10-11:30 a.m. Invite friends and bring a kid’s hat or gloves to help a child in need. 

Children’s CHRISTmas Party       Dec. 7, 10 a.m. 



Return Service Requested 

Phone: 785-234-0469 

Email: office@westsidedisciples.org 

Website: www.westsidedisciples.org 

Church School—9:15 a.m. 

Worship Celebration—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (M-Th) 

West Side Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

432 SW Lindenwood Avenue 

Topeka, KS  66606 

to the World 

300  years of 

Sermon Series: Heaven and Nature Sing! 

Sunday, Dec. 1 at 10:30 a.m. “Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy” 

Saturday, Dec. 7 at 10-11:30 a.m.—Children’s How the Grinch Found CHRISTmas   

Sunday, Dec. 8 at 10:30 a.m. “Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy”  (with Children’s Choir) 

Sunday, Dec. 15, 10:30 a.m. “Make the Blessings Known: Unabashed Joy” and 

11:45 a.m. Chili and Cinnamon Roll Lunch, followed by Christmas Caroling around Topeka 

Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 a.m. “Make the Nations Prove: Peaceful Joy”   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 9:00 p.m. “The Lord is Come: Incarnate Joy”  

Sunday, Dec. 29, 10:30 a.m. Community Carol-o-thon  (Singing, scripture reading, and communion) 

Sunday, Jan. 6, 10:30 a.m. Epiphany: “Wonders of His Love: Compassionate Joy”  


