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KAIROS
A TIME FOR ACTION 

By Rev. Donna Gilchrist 

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies,                   

it bears much fruit.   —John 12:24 

WOW! CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? Fall officially starts on Monday, 

September 23. I don’t know about you, but for me it seems like 

spring was just yesterday. Summer has flown by this year, filled 

with our General Assembly in Des Moines, Iowa, and our Region-

al Connect and Equip event at Camp Tawakoni. For me, the last 

month has been filled with family concerns and balancing time in 

Topeka with time in Oklahoma City, as well as attending a      

worship planning conference in Oklahoma City. 

     When I’ve had some time – which hasn’t been a lot recently – I 

walk outside to enjoy the garden. Things have been changing 

across the seasons. The columbine and coral bells that bloomed so 

freely in the spring have been transforming flowers into seed 

pods, which will be recycled into the garden to produce a prolifer-

ation of plants next spring. The plants along the fence line, which 

I have watched patiently for months, have finally acquiesced with 

bloom — some of them producing brilliant purple flowers, others 

a proliferation of Black-Eyed Susans, and still others huge weeds. 

Although the Bible tells us to let the tares grow with the wheat, I 

suspect that before long I will be out separating the weeds from 

perennial flowers before they take over the whole garden.   

     It causes me to think, what are the things that we allow to 

bloom in our own lives? Are there weeds that resemble flowers, 

imposters that trick us into letting them grow? Are there seed-

lings that need nurture, compost, and care to grow strong roots 

and flourish? Are we patient with the cycle of life, allowing the 

flowers that bloom in the spring to go to seed, having faith that 

over time their seeds will produce new life and growth that will 

grace the garden and enhance its beauty? As we enter the season 

of Fall, what’s growing in your soul? 

     We live in a culture that produces instant gratification. So of-

ten we expect our faith to follow the process…to instantaneously 

grow or produce results. Yet who would drop a seed in the ground 
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and expect it to immediately produce a flower 

or fruit?   

     There are people at West Side Christian 

Church who have been here for 20-70 years. 

Your faith and relationships were formed over 

the course of time, not instantaneously. 

     Right now God is planting seeds…in our 

hearts and in the community. Sometimes God 

simply wants us to observe…to notice what is 

already happening. Later we may be nudged to 

join in where God is already at work producing 

wonderful things.  

     Some of the leaders at West Side have told 

me they are growing in their faith and under-

standing as they have been nudged to take 

some risks for God. God is like that. God keeps 

transplanting us into new places and new soil, 

nurturing us as we grow into new ways of   

being alive in Christ.   

     God is the master gardener…working the 

soil, nurturing the plants, providing what is 

needed. No matter what season it is in your life, 

God is at work, continuing to grow your faith 

and understanding. 

     This whole process (in our lives and in the 

church) has to be undergirded with deep faith 

and prayer. Pray, pray, pray, West Side Chris-

tian Church. Pray that we will listen to God 

and continue to grow. Pray that God will show 

us the way. Pray that God will give us the   

patience needed to develop new relationships. 

Pray that God will give us the faith to trust in 

what is happening. 

     And then wait patiently…and have faith that 

God is gardening…   

  Yours in Christ, 

“God is the master gardener… 

continuing to grow your faith 

and understanding.” 
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Prayer Changes Things 

FAITHFUL FLOCK 

Small Group made prayer 

jars as they studied        

different tools to aid in  

intercessory prayer       

last June.  
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Summer Worship 

 

CLEARGOLD DANCERS 
drew the West Side family into 

worship through two                 

liturgical dances on              

Pentecost Sunday, June 9. 

Cleargold Dancers Led Pentecost Worship 

Intergenerational Sunday School 

ALL AGES ENJOYED breakfast and     

Sunday morning lessons during IG Sunday 

School June through August.                          

We can’t wait to do it again next summer! 
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Summer Ministry & Fellowship 

Fun at the Park 

Serving at Doorstep and TRM 

NOON-TIMERS SMALL GROUP      

assembled Welcome Toiletry Packs at 

Doorstep on June 11.  

FAITHFUL FLOCK SMALL GROUP enjoyed fun in the July sun! 

TEAM TUESDAY SMALL GROUP was busy serving 
around 300 people at the Topeka Rescue Mission 

(TRM) on Friday evening, June 14.  
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Summer Sewing 

DID YOU KNOW West Side hosts a Sewing Day the third Wednesday of each month from 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.? 

Crafty ladies from West Side and beyond work on a variety of projects in Fellowship Hall.  

Newcomers are always welcome! Contact the church or Kathy Marion for more details.  

WSCC LADIES make prayer shawls and pot holders to give away. 



August Outreach 

Page 6 

WEST SIDERS collected and distributed school 

supplies for Meadows Elementary School, in    

cooperation with West Side Baptist and Potwin 

Presbyterian churches. 

Supporting Meadows Elementary 

Children’s Worship & Wonder in the Park 

SNEAK PEEK IN THE PARK was a community outreach that        

previewed the innovative Children’s Worship & Wonder            

curriculum. Children enjoyed story time, crafts, and a hot dog 

lunch on August 24 at Edgewood Park. 



We love to feature pictures of West Side outreach and activities. So, snap a fun 

photo of your group, and send it to the office for the next newsletter and/or our 

Facebook page: office@westsidedisciples.org. 

Disciples Upcoming Conferences 

This autumn is packed with conference opportunities for Disciples men, women, 

and teens! Find more information and sign up at kansasdisciples.org today! 

 Disciples Men Odyssey Retreat at Tawakoni—September 27-28 

 Kansas Disciples Women’s Fall Retreat at Tawakoni—October 2-4 or 4-6 

 Kansas Disciples Youth convention at Hutchinson—November 8-10 

WSCC Family Fun and Fellowship 

West Side has lots of all-church events planned, in addition to Small Group     

activities. Come join your church family on these special days: 

 Winner Winner Chicken Dinner, September 15—Come celebrate the         

beginning of a new school year with a fried chicken dinner after church. 

 Trunk or Treat, October 27—Bring your kids or grandkids to trick or treat 

in the church parking lot between 5:00-7:00 p.m., or decorate your car and 

hand out candy! Donations of candy (or cash to purchase) are needed too! 

 Thankful Dinner, November 17—Join us for a traditional turkey dinner after 

the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

Opportunities for Impact 

Support WSCC at Dillons 

Link your Dillons Reward Card to EJ479 to donate a percentage of your 

purchases to the church. Thank you! 

We want to see your smiles! 

Turn over a new leaf this fall, and join a WSCC small group or invite a friend 

to attend with you. Groups meet once a month for Bible study, community    

outreach, or a social (fun!) activity.  

West Side Small Groups 
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It’s been about six months since we started sharing time-sensitive information 

through our electronic West Side Weekly and quarterly updates on the life of 

WSCC through this newsletter. Let us know how WSCC communication is  

working for you by emailing office@westsidedisciples.org or calling 234-0469. 

How are we doing? 
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Church Staff 

 Donna Gilchrist Pastor 

 David Theilen  Youth Director 

 Dana King  Office Manager 

 Sammie Hernandez Choir Director 

 Cara Bass  Bell Director 

 Michael Schumacher Organist 

 Autumn, Brittany, 

 and Jessica Lake Nursery Attendants 

Church Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 1:oo p.m. 

Monday—Thursday 

To receive West Side Times by email instead of a paper version, send a request to  

office@westsidedisciples.org or view at www.westsidedisciples.org. 

To receive the weekly update e-newsletter, West Side Weekly, 

sign up at www.eepurl.com/ga4Oev 

Return Service Requested 

Phone: 785-234-0469 

Email: office@westsidedisciples.org 

Website: www.westsidedisciples.org 

Church School—9:15 a.m. 

Worship Celebration—10:30 a.m. 

West Side Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

432 SW Lindenwood Avenue 

Topeka, KS  66606 
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